
FAITH OF OUR FATHERS

Jus t  th ink  how many  fa thers  and  g rand fa thers  ago  our  Chr i s t ian  fa i th  began !  And  many  o f  these
e a r l i e s t C h r i s t i a n s  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  b e  p u t  i n  d u n g e o n s ,  b u r n e d ,  o r  k i l l e d  b y  t h e  s w o r d  t o  k e e p  t h e i r
fa i th  a l i ve  !

Te l l  one  o f  these  s to r ies  o f  Chr i s t ian  courage :

John  the  Bap t i s t
The  s ton ing  o f  S tephen
James  and  Pe te r
The suf fer ing of  Paul

M a t t h e w  3 : 1 - 6 ;  1 4 : 4 - 1 2
A c t s  7 : 5 5 - 6 0
Ac ts  12 :1 -5
Cor .  1  1 :23-33

Chr is t ian  courage  in  ou r  l i ves  may
l i v ing  in  the  sp i r i t  o f  l ove  toward
M o u n t .  R e a d  M a t t h e w  5 , 6  a n d  7
and  b r ing  peace  and  f reedom to  a l l

no t  requ i re  phys ica l  su f fe r ing  bu t  i t  demands  tha t  we  p rac t i ce
bo th  f r i end  and  foe ,  wh ich  Chr i s t  taugh t  i n  h i s  Sermon on  the
a n d  t e l l  h o w  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  c o u l d  " w i n  a l l  n a t i o n s  u n t o  G o d "
m a n k i n d :

What  o ther  hymns  can  you  f i nd  tha t  were  wr i t ten  by  F reder i ck  W.  Faber?

When Faber  l i ved  in  m id -1  9 th  cen tu ry  Eng land  he  and  a  g roup  o f  fe l l ow s tuden ts  par t i c ipa ted  in
an  ac t i v i t y  tha t  came to  be  known as  the  Ox fo rd  Movement .  Th is  movement  was  invo lved  in
con t roversy  concern ing  the  t ype  o f  hymns  appropr ia te  fo r  use  in  the  Eng l i sh  Worsh ip  Serv ices .
Some persons  favored  the  evange l i ca l  t ype  o f  hymn tha t  emphas ized  the  in t ima te ,  pe rsona l
express ion  o f  an  ind iv idua l  toward  God -  wh i le  o ther  pe rsons  fe l t  tha t  on ly  hymns  based  on  the
church  and  co rpora te  worsh ip  o f  God  were  r igh t  to  use .  Today ,  s ing ing  Chr i s t ians  k r row tha t  the re
isa  p lace  fo r  bo th  t ypes  o f  hymns !  See  i f  you  can  f i nd  th ree  hymns  fo r  p r i va te  devo t ion  and  th ree
h y m n s  f o r  g r o u p  w o r s h i p .

Pr ivate,  Personal  Expression Corpora te ,  Shared  Exper ience

The  tune  "S t .  Ca ther ine , "  appeared  in  Henry  Hemy 's  book ,Crown o f  Jesus ,  i n  1864 ;and  George
Wal ton  was  the  a r ranger .  Each  t ime  we s ing  the  me lody ,  we  shou ld  remember  the  " fa i th  o f  ou r
fa thers "  and  renew the  p romise  to  use  our  l i ves  courageous ly  to  keep  fa i th  a l i ve  fo r  ou r  own
c h i l d r e n .
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